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and Palghat in Malabar are the best known. They are
woven with the split stalks of a sedge. It is said that a
good mat will hold water for twenty-four hours, and that
a Tinnevelly mat long enough for a man to lie upon can
be rolled up and packed into the interior of a moderate-
sized walking-stick. The reed mats of Parlakimedi,
Shiyali, and Wandiwash may also be noted.

The Victoria Memorial Hall, Madras, has, under the
auspices of the Victoria Technical Institute, been set apart
as a permanent place of exhibition and sale for selected
samples of the artistic handicrafts of the Presidency, with
a view to fostering the art industries and improving the
prospects of the artisans.

CHAPTER  XXVI
THE  ROLL  OF   HONOUR
MANY of the early travellers and pioneers, from the
thirteenth century onwards, have left in their published
writings relating to Malabar and other parts of South India
material of very great value. The book of Ser Marco
Polo the Venetian, written in the thirteenth century, is
said to have been one of the influences which inspired the
navigator Columbus. Ibn Batuta, the Arab traveller, who
visited South India in the fourteenth century, wrote an
account of his wanderings in Arabic. To the sixteenth
century belong Ludovico di Varthema; Gaspar Correa;
Duarte Barbosa, a relation of Magellan, whom he accom-
panied on his voyage for the circumnavigation of the globe;
Fernao Lopez de Castanheda; Ralph Fitch; Caesar de
Federici, merchant of Venice; van Linschoten, who came
to the east in the train of the Archbishop of Goa; and the